
The Cascade Institute in Canada developed a 
polycrisis computer modeling tool. 

They explored scenarios of global macro 
systems with varying ranges of warming above 
1.5 degrees C for a cross-impact assessment. 

The resulting matrix has 4,050,000 possible 
scenarios by 2040. 

Of those, only 11 are stable, with 10 poor for 
humans and only 1 good for humans. 

CONCLUSION: Prosocial, local regenerative 
economies in bioregions characterizes the 
only scenario good for humans.

Donella Meadows was a lead author of the 
seminal report Limits to Growth.

Using computer simulations, they explored 
scenarios of exponential economic and 
population growth within the finite supply of 
Earth’s resources.

Meadows then convened the Balaton Group, 
top thinkers in the world, for 10 years.

CONCLUSION: Local regenerative 
economies in bioregions, with those 
bioregions interconnected through learning 
and trade, is the only way humans can live 
“sustainably” on the planet.
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The only pathway forward is bioregional.



A bioregion is the only scale that maintains 
whole-system integrity.

This is about people in place – social and 
ecological regeneration.

You start with what’s real: the natural boundaries 
of local watersheds, geology, and ecology. Then 
you add in the local culture (including Indigenous 
history) that has co-evolved with your specific 
landscape. Every bioregion is unique.

A bioregion is both a “geographic terrain” and a 
“terrain of consciousness.” 

What is a Bioregion?

 Shifts the way we understand our 
world and act as part of it.

 The bioregion is the smallest actionable 
scale for ecopsychosocial wellbeing 
– the interrelated health of individuals, 
community, and the land.

 Now, imagine a cascade of resiliency 
from place-based efforts as bioregions 
are interconnected in a planetary 
network of action and learning.
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