
The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell 

The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell has devoted herself to public 
service, most notably in initiatives that integrate environmental, 
economic, social, educational, and cultural concerns. She cares 
deeply about the environment, which she considers the 
fundamental basis for life on earth. She has led provincial, federal, 
and international institutions, and has served on the boards of 
corporate and non-profit organizations. Her years as an Under-
Secretary-General at the United Nations profoundly shaped her 
worldview. Ms. Dowdeswell is an Officer of the Order of Canada 
and holds 11 honorary degrees. Her overarching and ambitious 
vision is Ontario in the world. Her Honour’s aim is to bring multiple 
perspectives to the table, encourage innovation, and cultivate new 
ideas, sparking action and commitment to seeing these ideas move 
forward.

29th Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

Susan V. Bosak
Founder and Lead Researcher/Educator, Legacy Project

Ms. Bosak is a changemaker and the creative force behind the Legacy Project, 
a research, education, and social innovation group based in York Region. She has 

led a number of community, literacy, education, and aging initiatives, always taking 
a big-picture systems approach. With a graduate degree in the social sciences, she 

also has a deep interest in the environment, stewarding a 15-acre arboretum as 
part of the Legacy Center site. Ms. Bosak believes we need bigger stories for our 
lives and our world; she has written several books, including Science Is... used in 

universities internationally, and Dream: A Tale of Wonder, Wisdom & Wishes, 
winner of 11 awards. She is the recipient of the Governor General’s Medal. She 

also collects optical illusions because “as in life, nothing is ever as it seems.” 

Eric Miller
Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University

Mr. Miller is a consulting economist and part-time lecturer at York University. As an 
Ecological Economist, he helps people and organizations to integrate economic, 
social, and ecological considerations for the benefit of sustainable wellbeing. His 
earlier career in the Ontario public service had him leading the team of economists 
at the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. He’s a member of the Ontario 
Biodiversity Council and Chair of the Ontario Network on Ecosystem Services. His 
current research includes demographic modelling to look at the implications of 
Canada’s aging population in the pursuit of an efficient, just, and sustainable 
economy.  
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Harvey Skinner
Founding Dean, Faculty of Health, York University

The Faculty is on an ambitious mission to be an integrative force for promoting and 
transforming health – locally and globally. Dr. Skinner is a Registered Psychologist 
and a certified trainer in Motivational Interviewing. He is the former Chair of the 
Department of Public Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 
and has been inducted as a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences. 

He is an internationally recognized scholar (7 books, 150 articles) on what 
motivates individuals, organizations and communities to change, and has a special 

interest in global health. He is Chair of the Board of the Canada International 
Scientific Exchange Program, which received the Red Cross Power of Humanity 
Award for leading peace building through health initiatives in the Middle East. 

Dr. Skinner is a member of the Canadian Coalition for Public Health in the 
21st Century, and the Canadian Coalition for Global Health Research.  

Karen Dubeau
Director, Partner Engagement, ventureLAB

ventureLAB, the Regional Innovation Centre for York Region, is part of a province-
wide network of centres helping to foster entrepreneurship and innovation. 
Ms. Dubeau leads the development and management of strategic collaborative 
partnerships key to ventureLAB’s clients and stakeholders, including public and 
private sector organizations, communities, and institutions. She is the former 
Vice President of the Newmarket Chamber of Commerce, as well as the founder of 
an Ottawa technology firm. Her work has been recognized with numerous awards, 
including the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award for the province of 
Ontario, a Top 40 Under 40 Alumnus, the Chamber of Commerce Executives of 
Canada’s Staff Person of the Year Award, and most recently, the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal. Her dream job title is “Sensei Shift Disturber” and her tag line is, 
“Collaboration is hard. If it were easy, everyone would do it.” 

Rahul K. Bhardwaj
President and CEO, Toronto Foundation

Mr. Bhardwaj works to engage philanthropy to improve the quality of life in 
Toronto. Formerly a corporate lawyer with a leading Canadian law firm, he was 
also Vice President of the Toronto 2008 Olympic Bid, on the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon 
Fiscal review panel in 2008, and was appointed to the Board of Metrolinx. He is 
currently a Director of the Rideau Hall Foundation, supporting the office of the 
Governor General of Canada. He serves on a number of Boards, and is the past 
Chair of Community Foundations of Canada. Mr. Bhardwaj obtained his ICD.D 
designation from the Rotman School of Business. In 2012, he received the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. The Toronto Foundation’s Vital Signs 2015 
report has just been released. It surveys the social and economic state of Toronto 
and the surrounding area, looking at factors such as access to transit, affordable 
housing, well-paying and stable jobs, sense of belonging, and health.  


